
  

 

òJust as each of us has one 
body with many members, 
and these members do not 
all have the same function, 
so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and 
each member belongs to 
all the othersó (Romans 

12:4-5). 

During the 
month of May 
we are high-
lighting our 
churchõs  
mission  
statement.  
The statement  
communicates 
that the Heath Church of 
Christ  
exists òto reach people for 
Jesus Christ, to teach  
people the Word of God, 
and to equip Christians for 
service.ó  The verbs òreach, 
teach, and equipó summa-
rize our values and pur-

pose as a faith community.   

Evaluating the purpose and 
priorities of HCC provides 
an appropriate occasion to 
consider our commitment 
to the church, specifically 
the decision to join our 
family as a member of 
HCC.  I would like to use 
this monthõs column to 
answer these important 
questions about church 
membership: What is  
membership? What are the 
benefits of membership?  
And how do I become a 
member of the Heath 

Church of Christ? 

What is Membership? 

Consider this summary 
definition of church  
membership: Membership 
is an active and visible 
commitment to a particular 
church.  It is a positive 
affirmation that we commit 

ourselves to and identify 
with the ministry of a spe-
cific local congregation.  
Moreover, membership 
involves a two-way commit-
ment between member and 
congregation.  It is a prom-
ise by the congregation to 
help every member grow 
and mature in the faith.  It 
is a pledge by the member 
to participate in the life 

and ministry of the church. 

This definition correctly 
portrays membership as an 
active and positive commit-
ment.  A commitment to  
membership is not simply a 
decision to be present in a 
particular churchõs worship 
service; rather, it is an ac-
tive pledge to support the 
faith assembly spiritually 
and financially, to employ 
our talents and gifts in 
ministry and service, and 
to support, love, and 

strengthen other members.  
It is also an agreement to 
be accountable to the 
other members and allow 
them to encourage and 

support us in return. 

What Are the Benefits of 

Church Membership? 

There are many spiritual 
and practical benefits and 
blessings associated with 
belonging to a local 
church.  Some of these 
benefits include the  

following:  

Membership publicly 
identifies you as a  

believer in Jesus Christ. 

Membership provides 
you with a spiritual  
family to support and 
encourage you in your 

faith development. 

Membership offers 
needed accountability 
and discipline for many 
important areas of the 
Christian life including: 
attendance, holiness, 
study, worship,  
communion, service,  

and stewardship. 

Membership affords 
many opportunities to 
discover and use your 
talents and gifts for  
service in Godõs  

Kingdom. 

Membership places you 
under the leadership of 

(Continued on page 2) 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Marcia Brown, baptized April 19, 2009 

Jim & Vickie Bope, transferred May 3, 2009 

Paul & Colleen Hockman, baptized May 3, 2009 

Aaron & Carol Kelly, baptized May 3, 2009 

 

 

Heath Church of Christ 

Special points of 

interest: 

May 16th and 17th our 

Childrenõs  

Musical, Simon Says, 
will be performed at 

6:00 PM each evening. 

Invite your friends and  

family to join you for 

this special, fun event. 

Wednesday, May 

27th, is a special 

VBS Preview evening. 

We will learn about 

this yearõs exciting 

VBS program,  

Studio Go  

Game Show. 
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"Those who accepted his message 

were baptized, and about three  

thousand were added to their number 

that day." 

Acts 2:41 

Childrenõs MusicalñMay 16,17 
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With Sympathy  

The Heath Church of Christ extends Christian sympathy 
to the following families: 
Family of Robert Rauch, Janet Jordon and Marlene Winterõs  
    brother-in-law 
Family of Carol Bowman, Craig (Annette) Bowman's mother 
Family of Larry Ranck 
Family of Rudy French, Chad French's father 
Family of Joe Stevens, Amee Martin's grandfather 
Family of Rollie Pipes, Gene Pipes and Wanda Chilcote's  
    brother, Pam Long's uncle 

For to me, to live is Christ For to me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain. and to die is gain.   

Philippians 1:21Philippians 1:21   

STATISTICS  FOR APRIL, 2009 

Attendance (weekly average) 2009 2008 

Church 628 492 

Bible School 184 192 

Offerings (monthly average) 

Church Offering  

Need $52,800 

Actual Offerings $57,273 

Percent of Need 108.5% 

Percent Year-to-Date 94.5% 

Building Loan Balance 3.249 million 

Missions Faith Promise Offering  

Monthly Faith Promise $7,865 

Actual Monthly Offering $10,995 

Percent of Monthly Promise 139.8% 

Percent Year-to-Date 127.04% 

May Events  

May 10 Recognition of New Babies 

May 11  GriefShare 

May 13  Willing Workers 

May 14  XYZ Fellowship Road Trip to Holmes County 

May 15  The Baseline (teens) 

May 16  Menõs Prayer Breakfast with Mark Thrasher  
 Angel Food Distribution 
 Children'sõ Musical òSimon Saysó 

May 17  Children'sõ Musical òSimon Saysó 

May 18  Quilt Class 

 GriefShare 

May 23  Thrasher/Shock Wedding and Reception 
 Last Call Community Meal 

May 25  GriefShare 

May 27  Wednesday Night Meal 
 Missions Committee Meeting 

May 28 Noahõs Ark Graduation 

May 31 Graduation Sunday 

church elders who are committed to 

nurturing and protecting your faith. 

Membership allows you to vote on 
important church matters and serve 

in key leadership and teaching roles. 

How do I Become a Member of the 

Heath Church of Christ? 

The only requirements for membership at 

HCC are the same requirements that the 

New Testament establishes for becoming 

a Christian: confession of faith in and 

baptism into Jesus Christ.  In the record of 

the early church (Book of Acts), we dis-

cover that when a person accepted Christ 

and was baptized they were immediately 

set apart from the world and added to 

number of the growing Christian church 

(for example, Acts 2:41).  Consequently, 

we advocate that being baptized into a 

right relationship with Christ naturally 

culminates in local church membership.   

Practically speaking, while we allow  

private baptisms, we require decisions for 

church membership to be shared publicly.  

The Bible teaches that Christians are all 

part of the same òBodyó (1 Corinthians 

12:12, 27).  A decision to join the òBody 

of Christó affects all its members and, 

therefore, should be shared and cele-

brated in the public assembly.  Decisions 

for membership are typically shared at the 

close of the Sunday morning service. If 

you are a committed Christian I encourage 

you to consider making a decision for 

membership.  If you have any questions 

about membership please talk with a 

church leader or a staff member, or plan 

on attending the next scheduled  

Inquirerõs Night event.  As you contem-

plate making this deeper commitment to 

joining the HCC family, consider this quote 

by minister Leroy Lawson: òWhen you be-

come a member of a church, you are not 

so much joining an organization as you 

are becoming part of a body, a member of 

a family, intertwining your life with others 

in common purpose and mutual uphold-

ing.  You have promised yourself to God 

and to others who have made this same 

pledge.  You were baptized as they were, 

you enjoy the same communion as they to, 

you study the same scriptures, have the 

same hope, serve the same Lord.  You are 

no longer alone.ó 

Joining the Family (Continued from page 1)  

Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing  

We are excited to be sharing a Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing with 

the Southgate Church of Christ, May 31st at 6:00 PM. The 

evening will feature a blend of acapella & instrumental  

congregational singing, special music by the Southgate Acapella 

Singers and a brief devotional message. This is a great  

opportunity to fellowship with members of our family in Christ 

from Southgate and experience great music. 

Faith Promise Summary  

Faith Promise was held April 26 with Dave Linn, Caracas, 

Venezuela, speaking Sunday Morning and Paul Curtis,  

Crossroads Christian Church, Brooklyn, NY, speaking Sunday 

Evening. Denee and Deshay Linn, two of Daveõs daughters, 

shared during the Bible School hour some of their experiences 

growing up on the mission field. This yearõs goal is $111,274. 

Promises are still coming in, so we cannot report a total, yet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Bible School childrenõs classes were challenged to fill 

banks for Faith Promise. So far, $277.77 has been collected! 

WOW-$277.77 
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 Spring Wednesday  
Night Electives  
May 6 to June 17  

 
Studies include:  

The Prayers of Jesus  

The ABC's of Financial Freedom  

Discover Your Spiritual Gifts  

The Growing Marriage  

Ladiesô Bible Study 

Men & Boys BanquetMen & Boys Banquet  
H e a t h  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  F i r e s i d e  R o o mH e a t h  C h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  F i r e s i d e  R o o m  

J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 0 9       C o s t :  $ 5 . 0 0J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 0 9       C o s t :  $ 5 . 0 0  

ñA Night At The BallparkòñA Night At The Ballparkò  
          G r i l l e d  H a m b u r g e r s ,  H o t  D o g s ,  B a s e b a l l  T r i v iG r i l l e d  H a m b u r g e r s ,  H o t  D o g s ,  B a s e b a l l  T r i v iaa  

        Door Prize: 2 Tickets to a Redôs GamDoor Prize: 2 Tickets to a Redôs Gamee  

                                S p e a k e r :  C o a c h  D a v e  K lo n t zS p e a k e r :  C o a c h  D a v e  K lo n t z  

                                                      D i n n e r  B e g i n s  a t  6 : 0 0  PD i n n e r  B e g i n s  a t  6 : 0 0  PMM  

                                                                                                                  Sign up in the church lobbySign up in the church lobby                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                          1331 Chapel Way, Heath , OH1331 Chapel Way, Heath , OH                    740740--522522--84028402  
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